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NEWSLETTER November 2024

Upcoming School Closings:

School will be closed on the following dates:

Friday, 29™ November- General Election-school will be used as a voting centre
2" December- Notification of Electricity Interruption

Pavers Foundation Funding:

We are thrilled again to be the lucky recipients of funding from The Pavers Foundation for the second time. This
money £1000, will be added to the previous £1,500 that we were awarded last year. Thanks to student teacher
Chloe Whelan and to Pavers employee, Denise Smyth, for their outstanding support in applying for these funds,
which will bring us closer to realising a sensory room or sensory pod. Thanks again to both Chloe and Denise! Mile
buiochas!

Communion Enrolment Mass:

Thanks to our Second Class teacher, Mr. Murphy, for all your preparations with the First Holy Communion
Enrolment mass. Well done to our Second Class pupils on all your hard work and preparations. The mass took place
on Saturday, 16™ November. Thanks to Fr. Jim Lenihan who frequently visits the school to chat to the Second
Class pupils and is offering guidance to them on their journey towards their First Holy Communion.

Parent-Teacher Meetings:
Parent Teacher meetings are currently ongoing. Please contact your child's class teacher if you have not yet had
a meeting with your child's teacher and we will organise same. Thank you all for your support with the Parent-
Teacher meeting this year.

Chicken Pox/ Covid-19/ Contagious/ Infectious Ilinesses/ Rashes/ Head Lice:

If your child has Chicken Pox, Covid-19 symptoms or a contagious/ infectious illness (including head lice), please
notify the school immediately. Please ensure that children are not sent to school if they are unwell. Please contact
the school if you are having any difficulty notifying the school about any absences on Aladdin. Please ensure that
details of your child's absence are forwarded via Aladdin, email or note. Thank you for your cooperation with this.

School Christmas Concert:

Please note that our annual Christmas performance will take place on Wednesday, 11™ December, at 5.30pm. Pupils
and staff are busy preparing class performances for you to enjoy on the evening. Thanks to all the staff and
pupils for their hard work in preparing performances. Further details will follow.

Spreading Christmas Cheer- Team Hope Shoe Box Appeal & St. Vincent de Paul hampers:

Thanks to all who generously donated Shoe Boxes to the Team Hope Shoe Box Appeal. Approximately 53 Shoe
Boxes were donated by the families here in Kilcummin NS. This is an excellent initiative and has yet again
highlighted the wonderful spirit of generosity within our school community. Well done! Maith sibh!

We are currently collecting non-perishable food items for the St. Vincent de Paul Christmas Hamper Appeal.
Children are invited to bring in food items and to place these in the hamper box near Senior Infants. Our box is
filling up quickly, thanks to your generosity. Thank you all for playing your part in spreading Christmas cheer to
others.



Crocus Project:

On Friday the 18™ October, 6™ Class pupils and their SNA Teresa planted over 50 crocus bulbs as part of the
Crocus Project. This is in memory of the 1.5 million Jewish people who perished in the Holocaust and the thousands
of other children who were victims of Nazi atrocities. We look forward to seeing beautiful yellow crocuses
blooming in Spring at the front of the school.

World Mental Health Day:

On the 10™ of October, 5™ & 6™ Class participated in a webinar called ‘Mind your Mind' to celebrate World Mental
Health Day 2024. The webinar explored what mental health meant and why it is so important to look after it.
There were also practical tips for the pupils to try in their day to day live.

Our Lady of Lourdes Nursing Home Visit:

The pupils of 5™ and 6™ Class were visiting Our Lady of Lourdes Nursing Home entertaining the residents with
some songs, music set dancing and some brush dances. We are sure the residents were delighted with the
performance.

Well-being:

As part of our School Self Evaluation School Improvement Plan, we are continuing to embed our well-being
practices throughout the school. Thanks to Miss O' Connor for working with our Students’' Council and Well-being
Committee. We are celebrating a Positive Thought for the Week in school, so please feel free to forward any
thoughts to your child's class teacher. Each class engages in a mindfulness 10 at 10, where children are afforded
an opportunity to engage in a mindfulness activity, such as colouring, meditation, expressive writing etc. for 10
minutes at 10am each day. A reminder to all to stay connected with others, keep active, take notice of the world
around, get involved and give. These are the Jigsaw 5 a day for Mental Health. We hope that Phase 2 of Food
Dude’s is going well. Please encourage children to develop healthy eating habits, as this can have a positive effect
on wellbeing. 4™ -6™ Classes are also engaged in an activity based Super Troopers programme. Is fearr an tsldinte
nd an tdinte.

M.S. Readathon:

Well done to all the children who are taking part in the M.S. Readathon this year and thanks to all who sponsored
our readers during the month of November. Please note that the Readathon will be finishing at the end of
November. A reminder that donations can be made online or sponsorship cards can be returned to school. Well
done to all who participated. You are nearly at the finish line!

Football and Hurling Training:

Thanks to our GAA trainers, Mr. Vince Cooper and Mr. Colm O’ Brien for their time and commitment to sport in
Kilcummin N.S. Vince visits on alternate Tuesdays and Colm visits on alternate Wednesdays. Please do not hesitate
to contact your child's teacher if you have any queries about GAA training dates.

Croke Park Hours:
The teachers in Kilcummin N.S. have been completing Croke Park hours for Parent Teacher meeting preparations
and meetings this month.

Le gach dea ghui,

Gillian Sheehan,
Principal & Staff



