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Upcoming School Closings
Closed: Monday, October 25™- Friday, October 29™ - Halloween Break.

Christmas Annuals:

Folens Christmas Annuals are currently available to order at school. Each Christmas magazine costs €3. Please forward any
money in a labelled enveloped to your child's class teacher. Orders will be placed on Thursday, 215" October, so please ensure
that you have forwarded the order form and money to school ahead of this date.

First Holy Communion:

We are delighted to let you know that pupils in Second Class will receive their First Holy Communion on Saturday, 28™ May
2022. We will keep you updated with the time of the mass as soon as we receive further details. We are waiting for
Confirmation dates to be announced for Sixth Class.

Well done Brooke!

Third Class pupil, Brooke Sugrue, visited Séan Taaffe's Hair Salon in Killarney on Monday, 27th of September, to cut her
hair for charity, following her First Holy Communion in Our Lady of Lourdes Church, Kilcummin, on 25th of September.
Brooke donated her hair to the 'Little Princess Trust' and she also has the fundraising page for the Laura Lynn charity. We
are all very proud of her and wish her the best with this thoughtful and kind deed. We are hoping to spread the word to
help Brooke with her fundraiser. This is the link to donate, if anyone would like to donate. Please see our website
(www.kilcumminns.com) for the link also

http://url8080.idonate.ie/ls/click?upn=démbsxbt-2BIvHf5F6Hrq9zr-
2B16mTVCeA30pyPqJIB9eleYI8CwI7uZNX2ibt2CHgdQ2iD8kc X7 T7PSViL84CkhihES1eH5h1BVanWItH142rnxwQ7kqQHS
4zjlvWLcHFsxMh_6VVR1I30|l27qEubazSqgW22K-2Fa6JdMtZDXQP769Psbr00618wkEQYIPI-2BxrwiprG-
2FUXRx1S0ARQ3MPiPBII8KdBbWVEAJIXHI9q2juQY j40vloMhQnloINX37bERKvhzlktK2n06 OdubEt166ptBglkiZy4I9Mokhc4
ee4YB3nUOQSMhw42UvCC31H6uggAIOdXtNI4eOZF8-2BMZkHTzJRGg-3D-3D

Team Hope Christmas Shoe-Box Appeal:

Children from Kilcummin N.S. are invited to take part in the online Team Hope Christmas Shoebox Appeal. Up to now,
children were invited to forward gift-filled boxes for 'Team-Hope' to the school. Kilcummin N.S. will be supporting Team
Hope's Christmas Shoebox Appeal again this year. Unfortunately, this initiative has gone online, due to Covid-19
restrictions. This is a wonderful cause that we have supported at the school for many years, so we would encourage you to
participate if possible. Please see www.TeamHope.ie for further information. Please note that correspondence and colouring
sheets were emailed to all from Team Hope for your attention.

Parents’ Association:

A word of thanks to our Parents’ Association members Mr. Derek O’ Leary (Chairperson), Mrs. Geraldine O’ Halloran
(Secretary) and Ms. Claire Troth (Treasurer), and the class representatives for all the outstanding work that you do to
secure funds for the school. Thank you for hosting your AGM online recently. A text message was forwarded to all inviting
new members to join the committee. Please email kilcumminparentsassociation@gmail.com if you are interested. Thanks
again for all the wonderful work that you do for our school. Ni neart go cur le chéile.

Halloween Dress to Impress:

Thanks to our Parents' Association for organising our annual ‘'Dress & Impress' event on Friday, 22" October. Children are
invited to dress in their favourite Halloween costume (or make their own costume), and are kindly asked to make a €2
donation to be in a draw to win a goodie bag. Friday will be a non-uniform day at school.
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COVID-19 symptoms/ Contagious/ Infectious Ilinesses/ Rashes/ Head Lice:

If your child has any COVID-19 symptoms or a contagious/ infectious illness (including head lice), please notify the school
immediately. Please ensure that children are not sent to school if they have any of the following symptoms: a femperature
of 38 degrees Celsius or more, a new cough, loss or changed sense of taste or smell or shortness of breath. If a child has
been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, living with someone who is unwell and may have
COVID-19 or if they have an existing breathing condition that has recently got worse, they should remain at home. It is
advisable to contact your GP for advice.

In terms of headlice, it is wise to have a head lice shampoo or lotion, special fine combs etc. at home at all times, so that
you are prepared if a request is made to treat your child's head. We advise that every parent/ guardian fine combs their
child's hair at least once a week. It is advisable for all children to be examined and treated, where necessary, immediately.
The mid-term break is a good opportunity for you to examine your child’s head for headlice and to treat them immediately
if you notice them. Co-operation from everyone is appreciated to solve this problem in our schools.

Hand Hygiene:
Children are reminded to wash their hands when leaving home in the morning and again upon arrival at home each evening.

We will be washing hands regularly throughout the day and sanitising also. Thank you all for your cooperation and support.
Please advise your child's teacher if your child is having any reaction to our sanitiser/soap. Well done to all the girls and
boys on the great job that they are doing! Keep up the great work.

M.S. Readathon:

October and November are busy reading months in Kilcummin N.S., when pupils from 15" to 6™ Classes are invited to take
part in the annual M.S. Readathon. Children who do not wish to collect money can still take part by reading books and
recording book titles that they have read. The Readathon will be held during the month of November. We hope that the
pupils of Kilcummin N.S. will find time to read for this worthy cause, especially during the upcoming midterm break. Always
remember that reading is a gift for life. Kilcummin N.S. is registered to participate in this year's MS Readathon.
Correspondence and sponsorship cards have been disseminated at school (First Class-Sixth Class), so please do not hesitate
to contact your child's teacher if you did not receive any information yet. Best of luck with this very worthy initiativel

Green Schools:
National Tree Day was held on Thursday, 7™ October 2021. Our Green Schools committee will plant and care for a native
wild cherry tree to mark the occasion this week.

Unfortunately our 'Walk on Wednesday' initiative has not yet commenced this year. Well done to all our pupils, parents and
staff for their great efforts in walking to school. Keep up the great work and remember to be safe and be seen at all times.

Croke Park Hours:
Croke Park hours have been used to enable teachers to engage in staff meetings and Covid 19 meetings to date.

Heritage in Schools visit:
Kilcummin N.S. is delighted to welcome Mr. Dale Treadwell to the school this Friday, 22" October as part of the Heritage
in Schools programme. Dale will work with each class over 3 visits to Kilcummin N.S. between now and Christmas.

Cards from the Waterside project:

Best wishes to Mr. Murphy's Fifth and Sixth Class who are currently working with artist, Roisin McGuigan, on the Waterside
project. Roisin has visited the school and has worked with the class virtually also. We are focusing on the River Deenagh as
part of this wonderful waterway collaboration. The project will be launched in Killarney House in October.

Kerry Biosphere virtual visit

Fourth and Fifth class recently took part in a virtual visit via Zoom from a heritage in schools specialist regarding the
Boglands of Ireland. The specialist provided wonderful resources for the children to actively engage with learning content
about the flora, fauna and makeup of Irish boglands. We would like to thank the specialist, Paula Farrell from the Irish
Peatland Conservation Council for joining Mr Mannix's class.

Art/Craft & Photocopying:

Thanks for forwarding the school contribution to your class teacher. Receipts are being issued by email. A reminder to
forward a contribution to your child's teacher if you have not already done so. (€35 per child, €60 for two children, €75 for
families with three or more children).

Food Dudes:
Further to last month's newsletter, we are placing a strong emphasis on healthy lunches. We are delighted to collaborate
with Food Dudes again this year. Thanks to Miss O' Connor and Mr. Mannix for leading this healthy initiative.



Road Safety/ Travel Safety:

The strand unit of Safety and Protection is part of S.P.H.E. curriculum. We would appreciate your support in encouraging
our pupils to travel safely at all times, eg wearing seatbelts and helmets, remaining in booster seats etc. Children should not
walk/climb on the school walls. Please ensure that your child/children stay with you when leaving the premises. All are
encouraged to use the small gate by the main road. Cyclists must dismount their bikes before entering the school grounds
and when leaving the school grounds. The road is very busy. Please continue to be vigilant at all times. Kilcummin N.S. is still
working closely with An Garda Siochdna and the Seat Belt programme. Please ensure that children are seated correctly in
cars, whilst wearing their seat belts.

Computer Safety:

A reminder to all parents to be extra vigilant regarding internet safety in the home. Please ensure that you are fully aware
of your child's online activities and review history of searches regularly. Webwise is the Irish Internet Safety Awareness
Centre. It provides information and advice on internet safety topics, including cyberbullying and privacy.

REMINDER REGARDING PEANUTS IN SCHOOL:

The school is enforcing a strict ban on nut items in lunch boxes. PLEASE ENSURE THAT CHILDREN DO NOT BRING
PEANUTS, NUTS OR PRODUCTS CONTAINING NUTS TO SCHOOL AS PART OF THEIR LUNCHES. Please note that
nuts, (especially peanuts), hazelnuts, pine nuts, monkey nuts, barmbrack, chocolate spreads, peanut butter, almond butter,
chocolate biscuits etc. are not permitted in school. We have a number of children who have severe allergies to nuts
(especially peanuts) and we are anxious that they do not come in contact with them. Being in the vicinity of nuts can trigger
a serious shock. Products will have to be removed, as exposure to products containing nuts will cause further serious
reactions.

As Halloween approaches, please do not send barmbrack, monkey nuts or other seasonal items into school. Please be extra
vigilant and feel free to contact the school if you have any queries regarding this matter. Snacksafely.com provides
information regarding permissible lunch ideas.

Children are reminded to bring healthy lunches. Fruit and vegetables are major 'Food Dude’ lunch box items, so we would
encourage all pupils to continue to bring vegetables and fruit, together with usual healthy lunch items.

Communication with Parents:

If a parent has a worry, no matter how small, please come to us and we will do our best to resolve any issues. Unfortunately,
we will not be able to receive visitors into the school building, so please phone the school or email your child's class teacher.
Communication should be with your child's class teacher. It is very important to keep in regular contact, even informally,
with your child's teacher. If you wish to talk fo the teacher formally or you have a specific issue that you wish to discuss
with a class teacher an appointment must be made so that arrangements can be made for the class to be supervised and a
call can be facilitated privately. We would emphasise that if a parent has a complaint, then this must be dealt with through
the class teacher and not directly with other children or staff. This is for the safety and well-being of all. It is essential
that this rule is adhered to. Please email your child's class teacher if you request a copy of our Grievance Procedures. Please
forward a mobile number to your class teacher if you have not been receiving school text messages (1 number per family).

We would like to wish you all a very happy, healthy and safe midterm break.
Bainigi taitneamh as saoire na Samhna.

Le gach dea- ghui,

Gillian Sheehan
Principal and Staff



